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NEWSLETTER
BURLEY GATE . FELTON . MORETON JEFFRIES . MUCH COWARNE . OCLE PYCHARD . STOKE LACY . ULLINGSWICK

A new dawn

JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2021

Letter from the Editor
We seem to have turned a corner. The shortest day has come and gone, and minute
by minute the days are getting longer again. It looks like a new dawn is breaking in
2021. Now we can see a world with a promise of no restrictions, no masks (or misted up
glasses!) and freedom to mix with family and friends again – although no promise of
how long we have to wait for these. Never has the requirement for patience been more
it is then.
I am more grateful than I can say to the people who have worked so hard all year at
however long it takes.
But I do have some worries. It is reported that the world’s richest countries, of which
we are one, have bought up so much vaccine that we leave only enough for those in the
poorer countries to have a mere 1 in 10 chance of receiving it. This rather takes the
edge off our hope doesn’t it.

many worries here, about food and fuel prices, medication supplies, travel restrictions
(even when we can!). So whether our bright new dawn extends to a post-Brexit world as
well is only a matter of personal opinion, not of any unity or certainty.
else, we have to make progress on this, and soon, in order to leave the world in a
manageable state for the next generations.
which has been even more noticeable during lockdowns, is the emergence of the different
seasons. We have little idea, of course, what sort of winter weather is going to be thrown
at us over the next two months, but there is quite a lot in the natural world around us
here that doesn’t seem to mind too much. Some early primroses have appeared in the
garden, even though one of last year’s bright pink geraniums is still blooming alongside

dig up my snowdrop bulbs – they don’t eat them!
Now don’t throw away the promise of the dawn – stay safe and keep well for the rest of
the winter.
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St Luke’s Church Ullingswick
St Luke’s Church Ullingswick
Services for January and February 2021
All Welcome

2021
January 3rd 10.00 am
January 17th 8.30 am
February 7th 10.00 am
February 21st 8.30 am

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion

Jeremiah
1 Samuel
Proverbs
Genesis

31 vs 7-14
3 vs 1-10
8.1 vs 22-31
9 vs 8-17

Readers
Diana Kelly
Angela Gardiner
Harriet Farrell
Janet Stevens

Please view Parish and Church notice boards to confirm timing of services which may be
subject to change. Details regarding church services and events can also be found at
www.achurchnearyou.com/ullingswick-st-luke
*Readers - If anyone is unable to read on the day listed, please arrange a swap direct with
someone else the list and inform the Church Warden

Wishing everyone a happy and healthy New Year

Ullingswick 100+ Club

At long last we have all the money in and were able to do the draws safely, so herewith
the Winners

August 2020
£20 Sally Mess (33)
£10 Archie Adams (120)
£5 Paul Mess (34)

September 2020
£20 Phil Perry (£20)
£10 Clive Wilson (13)
£5 Tricia Howland (63)

November 2019
£20 William and Helen Clemmey (74)
£10 Laura Hall (10)
£5 Debbie Stevens (33)

October 2020
£20 Lia Hall (8)
£10 Mrs Wood (40)
£5 Ian Archer (14)

December 2019
£20 Harriet Farrell (128)
£10 Janet Gittoes (18)
£5 George Pickard (11)

And the £100 BONUS WINNER is Gareth Hall (124)
Thank you all for contributing and helping to keep our church going.
We have a few numbers free now so if anyone would like to join us or add a few numbers
to their score we should be very glad to hear from you.
All best wishes for 2021 and here’s to it being a very much better year than last. Happy
Vaccinating!, Susan Dalton
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Remembrance Day, 11th November 2020
As I sit here on Remembrance Day, I have fond memories of my cousin James (Jimmy) Jones.
He lived with his two brothers at my grandmother’s home in Burley Gate, in the black and
white cottage named Hilton. I was the little girl cousin they all spoilt.
The day he was married at Yarkhill church to Joan Bayliss of Monkhide, he took me with him
in the car. While shaving in preparation for his marriage he cut himself, and it amused me
that he stuck a piece of newspaper on his face to stop the bleeding.
In August 1942, as Sapper Jones, he served in the Royal Engineers. Unfortunately he was
killed in Normandy in July 1944, aged 22, leaving behind a young widow. A tragic loss. His
grave is at Fontenay-Le-Pesnel war cemetery. Fortunately his brothers returned home, also
my father and two uncles. I am proud to say, there is a memorial tablet in Much Cowarne
church in his honour. Sheila Hince, 11.11.20

Fontenay-Le-Pesnel war cemetery
Jimmy as a boy

Jimmy as an adult
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What a wonderful shop!
We would like to say a massive thank you to all the volunteers, P.O. staff and the BGCS coordinator Linda. We are so grateful for these amazing people who kept the shop open this
year allowing us to shop, post parcels and letters and have access to the daily papers all
of which kept some kind of normality present in very abnormal time. We have always felt
safe coming into the shop aware that all regulations were carried out very efficiently by
everyone and especially Linda.
You all deserve a medal thank you again from Eddie and Christine Hooper and Maisie Holland.
I would like to add a sincere personal “hear hear!” to this. (editor)

Thank you
I would like to give a big thank you to all the customers at Burley Gate Community Shop who
recently bought knitted toys, hats, gloves etc. I made these to raise money for the UK Bowel
Cancer ‘You’re never too young’ campaign and specifically for Hannah Edwards Star of Hope
Fund. Hannah was the sister-in-law of our youngest son James who lost her very short but very
courageous battle with bowel cancer in August. She was 37 and had only been diagnosed three
weeks previously. My message to everyone is don’t ignore the symptoms. Hannah’s friends and
family have raised over eight thousand pounds so far and your purchase went towards the
£189 I recently donated. So thank you once again. Christine Hooper

To speak or not to speak?
I have to confess that I am not the most frequent customer at Burley Gate Shop but I have
had more than one occasion to be grateful that it is there. Whilst waiting to go into the shop
a few weeks ago I was agreeing with a fellow customer how lucky we were to have the shop
and I wondered afterwards how many others had exchanged the same thoughts but had
not actually gone the extra pace and told those who run the shop how they felt.
So please join me in saying that:
During the past 9 months we have seen so many examples of people giving unselfishly
of their time to help others and high on that list should surely come all those involved in
the running of Burley Gate Community Shop. These people have managed to continue
to provide a well-stocked shop on our doorstep for far longer than they can ever have
anticipated that it might have been necessary and they have remained friendly and cheerful
and willing to provide that little extra help and attention which is so much appreciated by
customers. A big THANK YOU from your customers to all those who have worked in the
Shop and Post Office during the last nine months. Jill Cooksley
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Much Cowarne Group Parish Council
When you read this article it will probably be early in the new year of 2021 with Christmas
behind us and hopefully a better year to look forward to. I imagine we will be far from leading
a normal life as, although the promised Covid 19 vaccine is just around the corner, we are
all being urged to continue with social distancing, hand washing, sanitising, wearing face
masks etc. It is amazing that the vaccines have been made in such a short time, but I find it
a little unsettling that there is some distrust of the scientists and that there are some people
that will not consider being vaccinated. I understand that the speed of the development of
the vaccine is unprecedented, but the work, skill and dedication needed to produce it so
quickly is somehow being seen as a reason to doubt its safety and need. I am all for personal
choice but it opens up all sorts of questions when the choice could affect other members of
society especially those more vulnerable. I hate injections but I will be in the queue when I
am given the opportunity.
It is the best part of a year since the Parish Council has been able to have meetings as normal.
We did meet up once in the summer, but this was outside in a garden with chairs distanced!!
All other parish discussions have been done remotely.
Our footpath officer has been working keeping the paths in order and has installed some
new kissing gates. This is an ongoing process and we have initially prioritised those paths
that are most used. We are keen to extend the number of kissing gates as they make access
easier. However, the gates cost money to buy so if any landowner or walker could make a
contribution we would be able to install more. Please let any of the councillors know if you
want to help.
The Parish Council has seven councillors - six from Much Cowarne and one from Moreton
Jeffries. Eddie Hooper has decided to retire as a councillor and created a vacancy. If you live
or work in the parish and think you may be interested in serving on the Parish Council would
you please let me or any of the other councillors know.
I would like to thank Eddie for the time and work he has done for the Parish. His contribution
will be missed.
As usual Much Cowarne Group Parish Council will put salt on the most used side roads in
the parish when / if it gets necessary. Last year was particularly mild but this winter may be
different. However it was very wet last year and there was some flooding. The bags of grit
that Hereford Council used to supply are no longer available so if you feel you may be at risk
it may be prudent to have something at hand. If you do not want the expense of buying
bags of grit then simply filling bags with soil will do the same job!
At this time of year the roads tend to suffer with the weather and pot holes appear. Anybody
can report potholes. Simply take a picture of the hole on your smart phone and then report
it to Hereford Council via their website. Instructions of how to do this are on the website.
I wish everyone health and happiness for 2021.
Martin Hoskins

The Bromyard Food Bank & Money Advice Centre

A very BIG thank you to everyone in Stoke Lacy who contributed to this years’ Harvest
Festival donations. The Bromyard Food Bank & Money Advice Centre provides emergency
food parcels to anyone who is referred to them or self refers who are struggling to feed
their families and pets. We send out both fresh and long-life items alongside seasonal
recipe cards. We also have a team of specialist money coaches who can help with
managing debt and helping clients finding hope for the future, therefore reducing the
dependency on the food bank
Please contact us if you or anyone you know needs our support:
Allyson Reeves - 07942 672077 www.bromyardfoodbank.co.uk
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Over the Burley Gate

‘You know horses are very social animals?’
‘I thought they nuzzled up to you in the hope of a carrot or apple.’
‘No, I mean amongst themselves. There’s old ‘grandad’ Gizmo (about 90 in human years)
who happily trots up the road to babysit a lonely horse. It’s the highlight of his week.’
‘Hope he gets paid a decent babysitter’s wage.’
‘The other day I popped into our revered Community Shop and asked if they knew
anyone who played a wind instrument – well, the answers I got!’
‘I can guess, probably not repeatable in a refined magazine like this.’
‘You’re right! They said they could create a lot of hot air and then suggested wind sounds
from the nether regions – hardly musical or polite. Another unhelpful suggestion was
a very musical brother residing in Jersey. There were further offers of drumming, tin
whistles and blowing through clasped hands. I tell you ‘wind instruments’ takes on a
whole new meaning.’
‘Yea, they do have a pretty warped sense of humour in the shop, but they need it to cope
with us.’
‘Well, I’ll get my own back when I send parcels and letters addressed in Japanese.’
‘Do you know the most fashionable, must have accessory?’
‘What’s that’
‘It’s a dog, or two or three if you go walking on the Malverns, you almost look out of
place without a pooch.’
‘I have a bit of a grouch about our footpaths and little lanes.’
‘Yes?’
‘I know we live in the country but I hate putting my foot in it, dog poo I mean. I think it
should be bagged and taken home.’
‘You have a point, and in gloomy weather you don’t see it until you’ve trodden in it.’
Christmas Cracker:
‘What’s good about 2020?’
‘We’ve seen the back of it.’
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Extras from Margaret Bradbury:
‘Why is it best to think of 2020 like a panto?’
‘Because it’s behind you!’
‘What’s the difference between Covid 19 and “Romeo and Juliet”?’
‘Not a clue.’
‘One’s a Coronavirus and the other is a Verona crisis’
‘I never thought the comment “I wouldn’t touch them with a barge pole” would become
Government policy, but here we are.’
My husband put a world map up on the kitchen wall, then he gave me a dart and said,
“Throw this and wherever it lands – that’s where I’m taking you for a holiday when this
pandemic is over.” Turns out we are going to spend two weeks behind the fridge! (How
much more exciting can life get?)
Many thanks to the contributors of ‘Over the Burley Gate’. Keep those snippets coming
to give us a smile, please, Audrey.
If you have any snippets - historical, current or gentle, kind, humorous (anonymous)
gossip, or you wish to share your good news - please, please send to Audrey Nunn,
email: wanaki@btinternet.com or Tel. 820436 and leave a message.

Ocle Pychard Ramblings

It’s that time of the year when the mornings are at their darkest; the sun does not seem to
want to rise. The days are misty and grey with heavy cloud cover or gloomy with rain clouds.
At the time of writing we have not reached the shortest day but come the end of December
the days will begin to lengthen. With the coming of the longer days the first shoots of early
spring flowers will nudge their way through the soil to savour the daylight and then it will
not be long before the crocus and snowdrops are waving their heads in the sunshine and
breeze. What lovely joys the natural world offers us in the depths of winter. For me spring is
my favourite time of the year with so much to give and is the foretaste of wonderful things
to come as the seasons evolve.
However even in the darkest days of winter there are always things to look forward to. For
example, the Redwings and Fieldfares chattering in the hawthorn bushes and trees, the
Robins and Blue Tits vying for seed on the bird table in the garden and the unmistakable call
of Tawny Owls at dusk.
I feel blessed to live where I do and to be able to experience the delights that nature has
to offer. Just to be able to walk along the country lanes and listening to all the wonderful
sounds of the wild life is magical. However I really enjoy the beginning of evening when
we close the curtains to shut out the dark and sit in front of the log burner with a mug of
drinking chocolate. Bliss!
Church notices
January 3rd 2021- Holy Communion @ 8.30am Ocle Church
Please note that Communion services will resume on 1st Sunday of each month (this is
subject to change or cancellation should the need arise).
Sally Ridler
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Burley Gate
Community Shop and Post Office

Most of our readers will know us by now as a small local Community Shop and Post Office
located in the car park at Burley Gate Village Hall. The shop is run by a friendly team of
volunteers , with Phil and Lisa running the Post Office.
We are all now much more familiar with what we need to do to minimise the risk of COVID
infection to ourselves and each other. Whilst there is great optimism for the vaccines much
remains uncertain, so we must remain vigilant in the Post Office and Shop and elsewhere.
We have been fortunate that the local infection levels have been very low and having come
this far must not let our guard slip, so continue to wear our face coverings, keep our distance,
wash our hands and follow Government rules and guidance.
The Shop and Post Office currently close at 1pm Monday to Friday with weekend opening
unchanged. We will endeavour to maintain these hours dependent on the availability of
volunteers and staff and may need to adjust our opening times at short notice.
We get deliveries of our staples including newspapers and magazines from Smiths News,
milk and cream from Bartonsham Dairy, local eggs from Judy and John Orgee, ham, bacon
and cheese from Willersey Provisions and ice cream from Bennetts. Our volunteers collect
bread from Lamings Bakery Wednesday to Saturday, and bread is also available on Tuesday.
Fiona from Kwicksnax brings white and wholemeal rolls with a variety of fillings throughout
the week. In addition we have pasties and pork pies from Lamings on Tuesdays. These
options together with a soft drink or take out hot drink, crisps and fruit are ideal for a quick
lunch for those on the go.
Emma from Farmhouse Bakes in Stoke Lacy tempts us with her deliciously decadent home
made chocolate brownies in an ever expanding range which includes chocolate orange,
triple choc, mint aero, bounty, rolo and gluten free, to name but a few. Emma`s imagination
continues to surprise and delight and her deliveries are eagerly anticipated; the brownies
make lovely treats for yourself and your friends, just don`t count the calories.
Shirley Breese from Baddy Marsh Farm continues to supply beautiful flowers and fresh
seasonal produce which we augment from further afield. Her Christmas chutney and
savoury relishes and jams and cordials were quickly snapped up.
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Our stocks of alcoholic and non alcoholic beverages, cigarettes and tobacco, chocolate and
other confectionery, biscuits and dry and tinned goods continue to be regularly replenished.
The stationery section is well worth a look and can furnish many of your day to day needs
with envelopes, `jiffy` bags, pens, pencils, adhesive tape, string, glue sticks and much more
besides.
Our greetings card range has expanded and now includes examples from Sue Podbury,
Anna, Cara Williams and Araminta in addition to Archie Miles’ beautiful photographic range.
Together with the general cards there is something to suit every occasion.
Throughout the year we have Christine`s delightful handicrafts; her wooden and knitted
Christmas decorations, many hiding a chocolate, sold quickly as did her range of knitted
animals (sorry Christine, I described the zebra as a Friesian cow - no reflection on your
talents). We look forward to more examples in the coming months.
Priory Cleaners are currently collecting/delivering on Tuesdays. Please bring in items for
laundering or dry cleaning in on a Monday.

Burley Gate Community Shop And Post Office
Staying Covid 19 Secure

Here at the Shop and Post Office we take minimising the risk of Covid infection to ourselves and
our customers extremely seriously.
We have a cleansing and sanitising regime in place in line with current Government guidance.
Everyone coming into the shop must wear a face covering which covers the nose and mouth. If
you are unable to wear a face covering wait by the door and we will come to you. Please use the
hand sanitiser provided and respect social distancing. Our space is limited so at busy times we
need to ask customers to wait outside.
PLEASE DO NOT ENTER THE SHOP IF YOU:
1. HAVE COVID SYMPTOMS.
2. ARE WAITING A TEST OR RESULTS OF A TEST.
3. ARE SELF ISOLATING.
4. ARE IN CLOSE CONTACT WITH ANYONE WITH SYMPTOMS OR IS AWAITING A
TEST OR THE RESULTS OF A TEST.
5. IF IN DOUBT DO NOT COME INTO THE SHOP.
IF YOU NEED ADVICE PLEASE RING US (shop: 01432 820804)
We are fighting an invisible enemy and are reliant on each other to be responsible and to consider
each other as well as ourselves.
Please bear in mind that if any of the Volunteers or Post Office staff have symptoms or have to self
isolate we will have to close.
We are indeed fortunate to live in an area which currently has a low incidence of infection, so let
us continue to work together and do our utmost to keep it that way.
Thank you and best wishes
Linda Perry (Shop Co-ordinator)
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Post Office

Our PO section provides many of the services available on the High Street. Our most popular are:
Mailings - post your letters and parcels, home or abroad. For urgent mail use our Special
Delivery before 1pm next day, our tracked and signed for International Post and Parcelforce
24/48 for those heavier parcels. We also process Catalogue returns that are pre-paid Royal Mail.
Banking - With the closure of many of our High Street banks and ATMs why not pay in
cheques and cash with us via your bank card or paying in slip? Cash deposits and withdrawals
are available with all major banks.
DVLA - Tax or SORN your car here.
Utililty payments - Pay your Water Rates, Council Tax, Electric, Gas, Telephone etc.
Currency - Currencies are no longer available in branch but can be ordered online at
postoffice.co.uk for secure next day delivery to branch (ordered before midday).
Mobile phone top-ups, fishing licences and various other goods and services.
Drop and go
Are you regularly sending mail but don`t have time to wait in the Post Office for it to be
processed?
Then why not sign up for Drop and Go. An account can be opened with us or online at
www.postoffice.co.uk/dropandgo You can then bring your mail to us and we do the rest.
See the Post office staff for further details.
Opening Hours

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

SHOP

8:00 – 1:00

8:00 – 1:00

8:00 – 1:00

8:00 – 1:00

8:00 – 1:00

8:30 – 12:30

8:30 – 10:30

POST OFFICE

9:00 – 1:00

9:00 – 1:00

9:00 – 1:00

9:00 – 1:00

9:00 – 1:00

9:00 – 12:30

Closed

Telephone 01432 820804
We are indebted to our small band of dedicated volunteers and staff who keep the shop
open seven days a week. This entails collecting bread at 7am from Lamings, assembling
and preparing the newspaper and bread orders, ordering from our suppliers, shopping,
replenishing the shelves, cleaning and much more besides serving behind the counter.
Our thanks also go to our suppliers and their staff who have worked so hard throughout a
difficult 2020 to help keep us stocked with our day to day goods and seasonal extras.
We hope that, whilst for most the Festive Season was `Plan B`, you all enjoyed a healthy and
peaceful time and can look forward to something more akin to `normal` for 2021.
Thank you once again for your custom, support , patience and good humour and for your
kind messages, cards and treats which have been hugely appreciated.
We look forward to seeing you again through our steamed up specs in the New Year.
With our sincere best wishes for 2021.
The Shop Committee:
Ruth Jones, Chair
Ron Powell, Treasurer, Postmaster, Accountant
Christine Hooper, Secretary
Linda Perry, Shop Coordinator
Barry Lawrence, Minutes Secretary
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Ocle Pychard Group Parish Council
Chair
Giles Blackmore Ocle Pychard
Councillor VACANCY
Ocle Pychard
Vice-Chair Simon Wells
Ullingswick
Councillor Pauline Watkins Ocle Pychard
Councillor Clare Edwards Felton
Councillor Iain Collinson
Felton
Councillor Ruth Jones
Ocle Pychard
Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester
Councillor Richard Leitch Ullingswick
Parish Clerk
Emma Thomas
Councillor Paul Mess
Ullingswick
The last year of 2020 has been a challenge. We gained grant funding when the pandemic
started so we only missed our April meeting, and have been holding our meetings via Zoom
with members of the public attending. Current legislation allows us to continue this through
to May, and how we deal with public meetings is TBC; we will let people know later in the year
how we will conduct meetings.
As such the meetings have been relatively low key, with a few planning applications being
approved and one contentious item not being approved by the Parish Council.
We have held the Council precept with a 0% change.
However, we have been active as a council representing you with the county council on
planning matters like the NDP and the county council’s spending priorities.
The NDP will reach its second anniversary in March. At this point the Parish Council will decide
whether it should be reviewed. We are already talking to Herefordshire Council about this and
will make a decision early in 2021.
The Government is reviewing planning at a national level - they have a white paper out
in which they are proposing changes to the framework. This comes at the same time that
Herefordshire Council is reviewing their planning process in their Local Plan Core Strategy.
It is important that, if an NDP review is made, it takes into account changes in the planning
framework above it. Government and Herefordshire Council have both stated that NDPs are
valuable planning resources and that they will maintain their key place in the local layer of the
new framework. Currently grants are available and we will apply for them to ensure that our
local precept payers are not paying for this work as far as possible.
The high levels of phosphates in the River Wye, and particularly in the River Lugg, have meant
that Herefordshire Council have had to put a hold on many planning applications in large
areas of the county. Unfortunately we are in those areas. In other parts of the country, councils
have found that establishing wetlands has helped in controlling the levels of phosphates, so
Herefordshire Council is in the process of planning and creating some. Natural England is an
independent authority that monitors this area. When they are satisfied that the Council has
put in measures to limit the phosphate levels, then suspended planning applications can be
progressed. The expectation is that this will happen in 2021.
We have also attended County Council consultation meetings about their budget - they only
have 5% discretionary spend and savings have to be made. Options for devolving more assets
and responsibilities to parish and town councils were discussed. We took a robust approach
requiring clear lines of responsibility and rights to be defined before any such assets were
devolved, OPGPC has very few County Council assets or issues that could be devolved to us, and
we pointed out the problems we had encountered with the County Council’s subcontractors
on issues we did want.
Use of online services is one of the top agenda items, and whilst this will make savings, we
remain very aware that as a rural community we have a lot of problems with reliable and fast
internet access, let alone peoples’ skills to access these resources and services.
2021 will be an interesting year where the council will have to tread a fine line, so keep talking
to us so that we can properly and adequately represent you. Giles Blackmore
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Bogus Policeman Scam
I had a phone call the other day. It was from a PC Mark Andrews and he said that his
number was BD694, that he was from Charing Cross Police Station and they had just
apprehended a female who was attempting to buy a £700 laptop from Argos with my
Visa card.
I was really impressed that they had found me and thwarted the robbery. Because
I’m rather deaf, I had the phone on speaker and a friend who was in the house at the
time heard all that was said. PC Andrews said to press 999 on my phone to get straight
through to the Fraud Department; this I did and another policeman asked me for my
mobile number and would I get my bank statements to check for some unusual activity.
By this time, our friend was jumping up and down saying “Scam” and I put the phone
down.
A few minutes later PC Andrews also put his phone down. I phoned West Mercia Police
and my bank (who said all was well). Two police people came from Ledbury to see me
in the afternoon and told me that this sort of scam was getting very common, but what
shook me up was that (a) I believed PC Andrews was for real (at first) and (b) – probably
more scary - the scammers often send a bogus detective or constable round to your
house with all the accoutrements of a police officer afterwards, to take away the bank
card or information “for checking”. Often they don’t know your actual address, just your
name and post code, so they will go around the neighbours and ask where you live. The
neighbours obviously are only too willing to help the “police”.
Apparently, people who have fallen for this scam have lost their complete life savings/
contents of bank account/sales etc. going into overdraft.
Now we are all used to scams these days. Emails and phone calls are common and I
always thought I was quite astute – but this one really took me in. Fortunately I gave the
scammers no bank information at all so I got away with it. But I was lucky.
Message from West Mercia Police: Be aware and give no bank information out at all!
Margaret Bradbury
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Lower Hope Gardens

Following our sad decision to cancel all the garden visits in 2020, we are hoping that
we can open the gates in 2021 on at least a few dates. However, partly due to social
distancing, and partly due to the NGS being unable to offer any volunteers, there will be
no toilet facilities or refreshments.
The very tentative dates for next year are
11th April 2021
16th May 2021
4th July 2021
8th August 2021
12th September 2021
Please don’t just turn up on any of those
dates, but check the website first:
Lowerhopegardens.co.uk
Our normal pattern is that all the gross
proceeds from April, May, July and
September go to the National Garden
Scheme charity, apart from 10% which
Mr Richards is allowed to keep back to go
to a charity of his choice, which tends to
change each year. The same charity will be
invited to run the August day and benefit
from all the income. We often have musical
entertainment on the terrace, such as a male
voice choir, which adds to the atmosphere.
Each winter the gardeners tackle a major
project, so there is something different to see every year and every season.

St Mary’s Church Much Cowarne

The Churchwardens and PCC would like to wish everyone a safe and healthy New Year and
hope that the rolling out of the vaccination programme will continue as planned, resulting
in a reduction of new cases of Covid 19 and a gradual return to a more normal life for us all.
It was so good for us to be able to hold an Advent Matins service on December 13, not the
Carol Service which we would usually hold at this time in December but a nevertheless
uplifting occasion with the addition of some carols and readings to the normal Matins liturgy.
The carols were sung by a select group of 6, socially distanced in the chancel with Judy Orgee
accompanying, and at least some of the congregation could be seen mouthing the words
behind their masks! Despite the wind and some rain, most of the congregation paused on
their way out to join Rev Allaway in a lively rendering of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel in
the Churchyard. At the time of writing we are also looking forward to our Christmas Day
Communion, again this will be a socially distanced service but all are welcome to attend.
We hope that in the New Year we will be able to resume our normal pattern of two services,
one Matins and one Holy Communion on the second and fourth Sundays respectively
of each month. If the vaccination programme fulfils its promise we should also begin to
think of resuming some social and fundraising activities in the second half of the year. As
always these events will depend on the willingness of members of the parish to help by
contributing both ideas and organisational aid so the Churchwardens would really like to
hear from anyone who would like to help in the coming year.
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Burley Gate – just a spot on the map?
Burley Gate is one of those places that travellers from Bromyard to Hereford pass through without
a second thought – unless (a) they are caught in a speed trap for exceeding 30mph or (b) have a
slight hesitation at the sight of the weathervane embellishment on the Burley Gate roundabout,
which was built in the 1990s at the notorious accident blackspot where the A465 crosses the
A417.
Burley Gate is a mystery because it is neither a parish nor a village, but could be a hamlet? Hereford
Council call it a “settlement” which perhaps comes the nearest to describing its existence. It is
situated in three parishes - Much Cowarne, Ocle Pychard, and Moreton Jeffries and has a diameter
of about 1.5 miles and a circumference of c.4 miles, although its boundaries tend to be rather fluid
according to personal taste and post code vagaries!
The very name causes confusion because many people think that it derives from some form of
gate or toll but no evidence has been found of any such restriction. The place-name experts say
that the name “Burley” indicates a wooded area close to a fortification although early maps do
not show any such feature. What is still there but heavily disguised under a regularly cropping
field is “Bagdons Tump” which is on the maps of 1754 and 1835. This is on the right just past the
roundabout on the A465 going towards Hereford. It has never been examined archaeologically
so there is no indication of its origins or importance. What has been suggested is that some form
of barrier may have been erected here to restrict traffic both human and animals (drover’s) on the
old established main road from the Welsh mountains, with the present A417 being a product of
the late 18th century toll-road era. These drovers were a devious bunch and took great pains to
avoid as many toll restrictions as possible. The nearest toll gate was at Stoke Lacy and hence to
Bromyard (Piccadilly Toll) and on to the present A44. In order to avoid these, a diversion was made
by the drovers at Burley Gate to take the lane towards Much Cowarne and onwards to Bishops
Frome, Acton Green and then back on to the main road. The Toll Commissioners took a dim view
of this practise and in 1845 erected a toll gate and cottage on the lane at Red Wychend in Much
Cowarne, which stayed until tolls were abolished in the 1870s.
But enough of this divergence and back to the reason why Burley Gate existed. Historically it had
always been overshadowed by its neighbouring villages, but over a period of several hundred years
it had built up an importance of its own due to the main road location from Hereford to Bromyard,
Worcester and ultimately London. It is interesting to note that on John Ogilby’s 17th century map
Bromyard was one of the main coaching stops on the road from Aberystwyth to London. Over the
years Burley Gate built up services useful to both travellers and the local community such as the
blacksmith and wheelwright, who also acted as an undertaker! plus several small shops and from
Victorian times a school and a Post Office. In 1900 Ruth Baily (nee Bourne) in her Diary mentions
walking from Cowarne Court to
Burley Gate Post Office to look
at the displayed telegram giving
details of the fighting near
Ladysmith during the Boer War.
By far the oldest established
building was the Burley Gate
Inn which even today as a
private house displays evidence
of its three main periods of
construction – Tudor, Georgian
and Victorian. In 1795 according
to the Hereford Journal it
Burley Gate 1920’s
was housing an auction and
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another in 1802 when it was Burley Gate Inn
called the Plough Inn, whilst
in 1815 it was entitled the
Jolly Crispin. By 1819 it had
become the Mason’s Arms
which was probably because
the landlord from at least
1817 until his death in the
1850s was John Hodges the
local stonemason, whose son
George lived opposite in the
Blacksmith’s cottage which
was demolished in 1998 and
is now the site of three houses.
After this time the name Burley Gate Inn was
used and continued until it closed in 1990.
Like the majority of the locality the chief
employment was agricultural and brick making,
with much of the housing being tied to the
estates of Cowarne Court and Moreton Jeffries
which were not broken up until between 1918 Burley Gate
and 1921, when many properties were sold to Darts Team
existing tenants whose families are still living in
the area. In the Census of 1841 there were 17 family groups living in Burley Gate, which included
the scattering of cottages and farms at Wynns Green. The highpoint of 45 families was reached
in 1871 reducing to 35 at the time of the Land Valuation of 1910. Expansion was slow and
piecemeal until the 1960s and 1970s when the coming of mains water and electricity encouraged
the building of 16 modern houses and bungalows. A further development of 15 houses and a
new Community Shop on land towards the Burley Gate roundabout is currently in abeyance,
along with others in north Herefordshire due to phosphate leakage into the River Wye from the
surrounding smaller tributaries. Today the Electoral Roll records over 80 adults living in the Burley
Gate area of Much Cowarne parish. The old locality based employment has now been largely
superseded by the modern practise of commuting and the influx of retired people moving to the
area from further afield. Although the Burley Gate Inn closed in 1990 the Post Office and Stores is
still flourishing from a Portacabin in the car park of the Village Hall as a Community Shop , serving
a much larger population than previously and currently feeling the benefits of increased use
due to the Coronavirus pandemic. The school was relocated to adjacent new premises in 1976,
while the former school
endowed in the 1870s
by Mrs. Higgins of the
Moreton Jeffries estate is
now (or was until Covid!)
a well used Village Hall,
whilst the former Post
Office and Shop which
she also financed and
had built in the 1890s was
converted to residential
accommodation in 2016.
Barry Lawrence, Dec 20
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Burley Gate C E School
In spite of restrictions, the children at Burley GateC E Primary School enjoyed their run up to
Christmas this year.Children in Class 1 didn’t miss out on performing our usual nativity play.
This year, they acted out the Christmas Story in an outdoor setting which was recorded for
parents to view on our online platform.
The children also took
part in our annual House
Competition ‘Decorate a
Christmas Tree’. Our House
Captains
planned
and
gathered together resources
for the children in each
‘bubble’ to create different
types of baubles etc. They then
sent a recorded message to
each class ‘bubble’ explaining
clearly what the children had
to do. Their presentations
showed wonderful maturity
and confidence and the
staff commented, “There
are definitely a few budding
teachers amongst our House
Captains this year! “
On Friday 11 December 2020,
we all took part in the Save the
Children Christmas Jumper Day which this year we combined with a ‘Santa Dash’ around our
school field. On Thursday, 17 December we had our Christmas lunch as normal but this time
in Christmas bubbles! Miss B J Donald - Headteacher
Our Parents and Friends Association
have also been active at Christmas
selling Christmas trees and we would
like to thank everyone who supported
us. They also made certain that
Father Christmas visited with some
chocolates for all the children to share
in their classes.
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Arts Alive

Thursday 25th February 2021, 10.30, in Burley Gate Village Hall

We have been given an exciting opportunity to offer a FREE theatre performance delivered by
Arts Alive.Arts Alive are involved in the Creative Conversations ACE funded project with Media
Active, a 3 year project aimed at 50yrs+. The poetry, animation, and singing workshops that
have been held over the last 18 months around Shropshire are all feeding into a performance
which is touring round Herefordshire.The performance is less than an hour long and there is
the possibility of a poetry/singing workshop for an hour afterwards with one of their Creative
Conversations artists. Teas/coffees will be served post show/ pre workshop. The expected
audience is 20 people MAX socially distanced, and the whole thing is absolutely FREE !
To book your place, please email amandarburn@gmail.com or phone on 01432 820091
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The Three Rivers Ride:
Footpath and bridleway known as The Green Lane
The section from Crozen to Upper Holbatch has for many years been something of a battleground
to keep open in parts, with metres long killer brambles, an ever narrowing path with lower and
lower overhangs.......not helpful for horses and not sure if they can do reverse!
After what has seemed like years the council
footpath and bridleway

team have responded
to nagging parishioners
and opened up the lane so that it even meets social distancing requirements. Thank you to the
guys from Herefordshire Council ....a great job.
Towards the western end, thank you to the farmers bordering the lane for cutting back the
hedging and clearing the vegetation encroaching on to the lane. A good job done.
It is pleasing to see the lane having greater use by horse riders, dog walkers and ramblers.
This is a beautiful and peaceful walk with views of The Malverns, Haugh Wood, Black Mountains,
and Hay Bluff. The view is never the same. Dogs will love this walk with squirrels to chase back up
the trees. Watch the buzzards fly and look out for rabbits and hares in this unspoilt environment.
Peace and quiet, it is good for the soul and a tonic in these strange times...nearly as good as the
other type of tonic.
Enjoy this wonderful facility. Iain and Liz Collinson
STOP PRESS
An update for anybody wanting
to walk the lane. Here is a
picture of one of the few difficult
patches..........recommend wellies
after the visit from the Hunt.
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Stoke Lacy PCC 100 Club Results
November 2020
1st Neil Parker £20
2nd Betty Arnett £10
3rd Chris Leverington £5

December 2020
1st Kate Parker £20
2nd Freddie Lewis £10
3rd Bridget Bufton £5

What would have been the Christmas Draw - Brenda Burnett £100
2021 will be due in January!?
Any enquiries, ring - Tina Lifely 01432 820154
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Burley Gate Storage
Are you short of space?
Moving house?
Building an extension?
Garage overflowing?
Etc, etc, etc …
Secure 20ft x 8ft storage containers

Contact us to discuss your storage needs:
Mark 07855 406751
Alison 07815 069475
Email: apanniers@gmail.com

New Scrap Yard

Burley Gate Storage

Servicing Bromyard and surrounding areas,
Worcester, Tenbury Wells, Malvern,
Droitwich and more.

Are you short of space?

Bromyard

Moving house?
Building an extension?
Garage overflowing?
Etc, etc, etc …

Buyers of all Scrap Metal
Ferrous, Non Ferrous & Catalytic Converters

Secure 20ft x 8ft storage containers

Best Prices Paid
Cars, Iron, Steel, Aluminum, Brass, Copper,
Stainless Steel, Lead, Batteries.
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Contact us to discuss your storage needs:
Mark 07855 406751
Alison 07815 069475
Email: apanniers@gmail.com

Covid 19 – Much Cowarne Community Response
Neighbourhood Help Group

Several neighbours have volunteered to shop for others to help those who must stay at home
altogether, and to help minimise the number of shopping trips others have to make, as we all
try to shop as infrequently as possible. The following rota shows those who will be shopping
on specific days. Please contact them the day before with your order.
Monday - Amanda Burn
01432 820091 - amandarburn@gmail.com
Tuesday - Ian Morgan/Jwerea Malik
07798 626023
Wednesday - n/a
Thursday - Steve and Lee Thomas
01432 820183 - leeh.stevet@btinternet.com
Friday - Gerry Lloyd
01432 820941 - Gerry.gina.lloyd@btinternet.com
Prescription collections will be made by Amanda Burn on Monday and Charncey Hemsley on
07932 506144 or email cwrhemsley@outlook.com on Thursday afternoons, so please ensure
you order your repeat prescriptions in good time for collection on these days.
The other volunteers who may be able to help on an ad-hoc basis are:
Caroline & Jim Cooper – 07584 244247 - carolinecoops@gmail.com outside working hours
Caroline Dickinson – 07557 057589 - outside working hours
Kevin McAndrew – 01432 820171
If you think you may use these services, please let us have your email address or phone
number, if you have one, so we can stay in contact.
If there is anyone else in the area who is under 70, without a household member in the
“vulnerable” group, and who would be like to volunteer to be on the shopping or prescription
collection rota/contact list, please contact Amanda Burn on the above number/email.

The Community Newsletter specifications
(now hand delivered to over 700 households)

Advertising rates
1/4 page (portrait) - £8 per issue
1/2 page (landscape) - £16 per issue
Full page (portrait) - £32 per issue
Line adverts can be now be taken: 20p per word, minimum £2 per advert; artwork not
accepted. Telephone numbers eg 01234 567890 count as 2 words; company names eg
Smith and Jones count as 2 words. Advertorials can be negotiated.
Copy requirements, please supply news, events or features in an email to the Editor at
jbgcommnews@ gmail.com by the copy submission dates below.
Copy and advert submission dates
March - April issue 2021 - Monday 15th February 2021
May - June issue 2021 - Monday 19th April
July - August issue 2021 - Monday 14th June 2021
The Newsletters are hand delivered to approximately 660 households in 7 villages,
around the first week of the month following the submission date.
All items published in this Newsletter are the views of the individual contributors
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The Frome Valley Group of Parishes
January 2021

3rd

Much Cowarne

Ocle Pychard

February 2021

17th

10.00am
Matins
8.30am Holy
Communion
Epiphany
Gold or White
Psalm 72.10-15
Ephesians
3.1-12
Matthew 2.1-12
7th

Much Cowarne

Ocle Pychard

10th

24th
10.00am
Holy
Communion

Baptism of
Christ
Gold or White
Psalm 29
Acts 19.1-7
Mark 1.4-11

Epiphany 2
White
Psalm 139.15,12-18*
Revelation
5.1-10
John 1.43-51

14th

21st

10.00am
Matins

Epiphany 3
White
Psalm 128
Revelation
19.6-10
John 2.1-11

28th

Candlemas
Gold or White
Psalm 24.7-10
Hebrews 2.1418
Luke 2.22-40

May 7th

10.00am Holy
Communion

8.30am Holy
Communion
2 before Lent
Green
Proverbs
8.1,2231
Psalm 104.2637
John 1.1-14

31st

8.30am Holy
Communion
Sunday before
Lent
Green
2 Kings 2.1-12
Psalm 50.1-6
Mark 9.2-9

Lent 1
Purple
Genesis 9.8-17
Psalm 25.1-9
Mark 1.9-15

Lent 2
Purple
Genesis 17.17,15,16
Psalm 22.23-31
Mark 8.31-38

Lent 3
Purple
Exodus 20.1-17
Psalm 19
John 2.13-22

St James the Great, Ocle Pychard will be open for private prayer on Tuesdays and Saturdays
St Mary the Virgin, Much Cowarne will be open for private prayer on Sunday mornings from
11am to 2pm andWednesday afternoons from 2pm to 5pm.
The Pastoral Group are all very actively engaged in emailing and telephoning people through
out this difficult time. Ifyou have any concerns or would just like to speak to someone please
call one of the group;
Rev Steven Baggs 01885 490582 stevenbaggs@me.com - Mrs Angela Lewis 01885 490203
Rev Richard Allaway 07969 699270 rja5204572fco@gmail.com Mrs Judy Orgee 01531 640525
Online Coffee Morning on zoom
Our coffee mornings will continue on Wednesday’s at 10:30 until we can hold one in person,
just let me know if you would like to be added to the list as you can only log in with an
invitation, Steven
Keep up to date by visiting our website http://www.fromevalleychurches.org.uk
The Parish Office is open for telephone calls only on Wednesday Mornings 9.30 – 11.30am,
01885 490229
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Two sisters discover the plough their father won in 1926

The year was 1926,and 22 year old Edward Partridge, hoping to become a farmer, was
working for Mr Robert Brace at the Hill Farm, Cradley. He must have been learning fast as
they both went to the Madresfield Ploughing Match where Edward beat his boss and won
the first prize, which was a miniature plough.
Edward met Ellen Mary Clews (Babs) at a tennis party at her home, The Hope House, Cradley,
and they were married on 28th June 1932. He took over the tenancy of The Sponend Farm,
Fromes Hill, with his brother Jack. Mary was born in May 1934 and Janet in February 1936.
Jack eventually took over The Pool Farm, Evesbatch.
Over the years Edward often
spoke of the silver plough
he had won at Madresfield,
and the family thought it
was most likely to have been
melted down between 1939
– 1945 to help the war effort,
as happened to gates and
railings etc. Edward died in
1933 and Mary found the photograph of his winning plough in his bureau with his writing
on the back saying “This is the plough I won at Madresfield in 1926”. Janet tried over the
years to locate the plough by showing the photograph amongst the ploughmen but none
could help.
Mary and Janet, both married to Parker
brothers in the 1950s, were sitting next to
Tom Nellist at a lunch following the Trumpet
and District Annual Plough Sunday, when he
casually said “We have been given a plough
which was once owned by Madresfield
Ploughing Society”. They looked at each
other both with the same thought – could
this be the plough their father won in 1926?
After a visit to Mrs June Green, the Trumpet
and District Secretary, they saw and confirmed it was the plough, which in fact had his
name on it. It had only been awarded twice, in 1925 and 1926. It was given by a firm called
J L Larkworthy and Co (est 1845) and called the Larkworthy Trophy – to be presented to
the Best Ploughman on the Field. It was so amazing that it should have been given to the
Trumpet Ploughing Society, with which both Mary and Janet are so involved.
After a little research, they found the following in the “Evesham Standard and West Midlands
Observer” of 16th October 1926:

Ploughing Matches At Braces Leigh

In sharp contrast to preceding years, the sun smiled with good effect on Wednesday, when
the Madresfield Agricultural Club’s annual ploughing competitions were held. This time the
venue was Mrs Spilsbury’s farm at Braces Leigh, where many people had assembled to watch
the matches, lured thither by the pleasant conditions. One of the spectators, whose presence
was heartily welcomed, was Lady Sibell Lygon, whose interest in agriculture is so well known.
The ploughing was of a much better character than on the last occasion. The Silver Challenge
model plough and a special prize of £2 for the Best Ploughman on the Field was won by Mr
Edward Partridge. A luncheon, provided by the hostess Mrs Spilsbury, was presided over by Mr
W W Huddlestone, Chairman of the Club Committee. Lady Sibell Lygon was among the guests.
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The Village Carol Singers 2020
It was late October when we wondered how we might carol sing this year. Then the light bulb moment –
we could video the singing and put it on social media. Yes, a fantastic idea, especially from a person who
hadn’t the foggiest how to implement the project! It was a revelation to find an expert film maker in our
midst. Laura loved the idea and the challenge, as Covid had scuppered any opportunity for film work.
Suddenly we were in the film business.
As our enthusiasm grew the initial idea of a totally open-air scene waned. Something to do with wind
and rain one suspects. Martin came to the rescue with his large open barn. It was much bigger than a
stable but it had an authentic feel and Laura went into overdrive, visualising the scene set with Christmas
trees, decorations, fairy lights, lanterns, candles and bales of hay. Someone suggested a donkey, after all
there were two up the road - one of them might oblige.

Socially distanced rehearsal

Janetta

Marlene

Martin

Maia

Robert

Tom
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Happily we had six carollers who volunteered before they found
themselves rehearsing on the coldest night of the winter. We learnt
about clapper boards, take 1,2, etc, camera set, action! It’s not a speedy
process with a professional who seeks the best, but no one cried off.
For the final shoot we had Ruth, a lovely Sax. player who brightened
every carol with her music. We haven’t heard if her frosted fingers have
recovered.
At the time of writing there is probably a lot of film on the cutting
room floor, to use non-digital terminology. We just hope all our local
community and beyond will have enjoyed our Christmas gift, and in turn
Audrey
will have indulged in ‘Just Giving’ for our 2 chosen Charities in Bromyard:
The Hope Centre and the Conquest Theatre
Here is the link: https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/burleygatecarolsingers
We especially thank the carollers who were so lovely and patient and cheerful, and for all those who
worked in the wings over the weeks of planning and organisation. We thank The Nest shop for the lights
and decorations we borrowed.
Julie Hadley, Audrey Nunn and Laura Quigley

GARDEN CARE AND MAINTENANCE

Local, personal and
reliable service.
Call Caroline on

07584244247

Hereford Council news

Let’s hope in 2021 there are less lock downs and more of a return to the
normal way of life. However, I anticipate that it will take a while longer
before things return to normal. Some mention the ‘new normal’, and
I am never clear on what this means. If it means now being more
mindful about washing hands and preventing flus and colds then I
welcome this. If it is thinking that people should generally just stay
at home more, I think this will be damaging to general wellbeing and
the economy.
This time of year, council meetings are held that determine the budget and the setting of
the council tax. The council coalition will have to make some difficult decisions. I have been
critical of them spending £483,000 on a Hereford bypass review. It concluded that the best
option to provide transport resilience and to ease congestion was to build a western bypass.
It must be remembered that the western bypass was not just about easing congestion; it is
about providing the necessary infrastructure for Herefordshire’s economy to grow: more
homes and jobs. The coalition’s cabinet voted to scrap the western bypass and the final
decision will be taken by the council in January. There will be lots of key council meetings in
January and February and, as always on zoom, they can be watched live on the Herefordshire
Council YouTube channel. Please tune in if you can! If anyone would like any further details
on these meetings, or any matters relating to council business, please get in touch. Jonathan
Lester - Herefordshire Councillor – Three Crosses Ward.
Telephone: 07792 88 20 57, Email: jlester@herefordshire.gov.uk
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Bredenbury Benefice Services for January and February 2021
Services dependent on COVID regulations
contact Rector on 01885 482737 to confirm

January 3rd Christmas 2 (Epiphany)
8.30am Bredenbury - Holy Communion CW
8.30am Collington - Holy Communion BCP
10.00am Pencombe - Holy Communion CW
(Zoomed)
10.00am Ullingswick - Morning Prayer CW
4.30pm Edwyn Ralph - Evening Prayer CW
January 10th Baptism of Christ
8.30amLittle Cowarne - Holy Communion CW
10.00am Thornbury - Holy Communion CW
10.00am Bredenbury - Matins BCP
(Zoomed)
January 17th Epiphany 2
8.30am Ullingswick - Holy Communion CW
10.00am Edwyn Ralph - Holy Communion CW
(Zoomed)
4.00pm Pencombe - Evensong BCP
6.30pm Collington - Evensong BCP
January 24th Epiphany 3
10.00am Bredenbury - Holy Communion CW
(Zoomed)
10.00am Thornbury - Morning Prayer BCP
6.30pm Little Cowarne - Evening Prayer CW
January 31st Epiphany 4 (Candlemas)
10.00am Edwyn Ralph - Group Service
(Zoomed)

February 7th Second Sunday before Lent
8.30am Bredenbury - Holy Communion CW
8.30am Collington - Holy Communion BCP
10.00am Pencombe - Holy Communion CW
(Zoomed)
10.00am Ullingswick - Morning Prayer CW
4.30pm Edwyn Ralph - Evening Prayer CW
February 14th Sunday next before Lent
8.30am Little Cowarne - Holy Communion CW
10.00am Thornbury - Holy Communion CW
10.00am Bredenbury - Morning Prayer BCP
(Zoomed)
February 17th ASH WEDNESDAY
6.30pm Bredenbury
Holy Communion with Ashing
February 21stFirst Sunday of Lent
8.30amUllingswick - Holy Communion CW
10.00am Edwyn Ralph - Holy Communion CW
(Zoomed)
4.00pm Pencombe - Evening Prayer BCP
6.30pm Collington - Evening Prayer BCP
February 28th Second Sunday of Lent
10.00am Bredenbury - Holy Communion CW
(Zoomed)
10.00am Thornbury - Morning Prayer CW
6.30pm Little Cowarne - Evening Prayer CW

Farewell

The Hermolle Family - Tom, Jennie, Ned and Ben - would like to send all their best wishes to friends
and neighbours. Moving house during lockdown has been rather strange and a little melancholy.
We’ve felt the lack of all the normal community events this year where we would have had the
chance to see village neighbours and let a wider group of people know of our plans. We have
moved to Malvern to be ready for the next phase in family and working life as our boys are getting
older. Time seems to be speeding up and no doubt they will be towering above their Mum within
another few years!
The 13 years we’ve lived in Burley Gate have been very precious to us. Improving our cottage,
starting a family, putting down roots into the wonderful red Herefordshire soil (which never failed
to produce a new ‘jungle’ every year in our garden), and raising 2 new born-and-bred Herefordians.
For our boys, living and going to school in Burley Gate has been all they have known and such a
precious and formative experience. Our family will miss the lovely countryside and our view of Hay
Bluff from the bathroom window, the busy tractors up and down the lane, the noisy Little Owls,
the sheep in the field over the hedge, sometimes joined by flocks of redwings at this time of year,
and not least the lovely friendly community that we have felt lucky to have become a part of. We
are sad to go. But perhaps we’ll be able to return in retirement!! Please do keep in touch if you’d
like to - Jennie Hermolle - jenniepj@hotmail.co.uk.
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Burley Gate Village Hall 100+ Club
The final two winners of the £50 prizes for 2020 are: Mr K Smith and John Morgan
The volunteers are out and about collecting subs for 2021 by the time you read this.
Just a reminder, to join the club costs £6 per annum for one number, and pro-rata during
the year. You can have as many numbers as you like. Monthly prizes are:
1 x £12 1 x £8 3 x £5 ....with an additional two £50 prizes for Xmas.
All proceeds go to the Village Hall’s upkeep, which with the current lockdown is missing a
lot of income. This club has raised thousands of pounds over the years for the hall and is
an excellent way to show support and be part of the community.
Due to the lockdown and various admin problems last year, the winners’ cheques were
distributed in November for the entire year. If you have not received your winnings please
contact me.
As ever, many thanks to all who are members, and importantly to the volunteers who
collect the subs and distribute the cheques to the lucky winners. In particular, thanks go
to Jean Parkes who has left us after some 25 years hard work.
Giles Blackmore on 07910 872526.

The World is on Snooze
We’ve hit the snooze button
And gone back to bed,
With a hope for tomorrow
Where it’s safer instead.

We lay back and ponder
That North South Divide,
Who thought there’d be tiers
Once the tears had dried.
Like the signs in the window
Are the signs of the times,
So we’re keeping our distance
When we’re waiting in lines.
As an advert for safety
Pops up on our screens,
But we’ve seen it before
And we know what it means.
Just caught in our bubbles
And told not to mix,
In homes or in gardens
Or a party of six.

We check for the latest
As we lie there and wonder,
If the figures they tell us
Will be over or under.
But the cases are rising
As the hope’s going down,
There’s a band called Restriction
And they’re playing in town.
Now the world is still drowning
In yesterday’s news,
So when the alarm goes
Just put it on snooze.
By Peter D Hehir - © 21.10.2020
#NHS
#COVID19
#StaySafe
#HandsFaceSpace
Please feel free to share and maybe one day we
won’t have to hit that snooze button...
www.petespoetry.co.uk
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Welsh Coastal Cottage To Let – Sleeps 8/9
Situated in New Quay on the heritage coast between
Cardigan and Aberystwyth. The four bedroom house has
take advantage of the outstanding panoramic views and
has been recently refurbished. The house is situated on
a quiet no through road overlooking the sandy beaches
and across Cardigan Bay towards Snowdonia.
The house is ideally situated for bird watching,
walking (the coastal path is at the end of the terrace
road) and the beaches. You often see the local colony
of bottle nose dolphins from the house windows. Boat
are available from the quay. Water sport hire and
instruction are available in the harbour for all levels
of experience.
The usual seaside amenities including pubs,
within 3 minute walking distance.
Available all year for weeks or short breaks.
Cost per week from £350 to £750.
Phone: 01432 820242 or 07889 106533
Email: mhoskins242@gmail.com

..................................................................................
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Useful Contacts
EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police, Fire, Ambulance: Emergencies only – 999
Crimestoppers – 0800 555111
Gas – 0800 111999
Electricity – 0800 328 1111 or New Number 105
Welsh Water – 0800 281432
Severn Trent Water – 0800 783 4444
HEALTHCARE
NHS 111 – For urgent medical help that is not a 999 emergency, dial FREEPHONE 111
Hereford County Hospital, Union Walk, Hereford HR1 2ER – 01432 355444
2Gether NHS Foundation Trust Community Mental Health Service
25-27a St Owen Street, Hereford – 01432 265123
Herefordshire MIND, Ferncroft, 144 Ledbury Road, Hereford – 01432 275380
St Michael’s Hospice, Bartestree, Hereford – 01432 851000
Ledbury Community Hospital – 01531 632488
HELP AND SUPPORT
Police (for non-emergency help and advice) – 101
NSPCC Helpline (24 hour) – 0808 800 5000
Child Protection Helpline – 0800 800500
Childline (24 hours) – FREEPHONE 0800 1111
Samaritans, 44a Berrington Street, Hereford – 116123 (UK National Number)
Herefordshire Carers Emergency Card Scheme – 01432 356068
Age UK – 01531 631280
Citizens Advice Bureau – 0344 826 9685
Action Fraud (for fraud and cyber crime) – actionfraud.police.co.uk – 0300 123 2040
West Mercia Police (for non-emergencies) – 0300 333 3000
The Silver Line (for help, advice or protection for older people) – 0800 4 70 80 90
RSPCA (cruelty, neglect, concern 24 hours) – 0300 123 4999
Herefordshire Council:

Social Services:
the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 01432 260800 (01905 768020 out of hours)
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